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Parish and Pandemic
This past year has been an interesting one, to say the least.  I started out as the 

administrator of  St. Joseph’s in Paris, AR, and the sacramental minister of  St. An-
thony’s in Ratcliff, and after a little over a year I am now the pastor at St. Joseph’s 
(my grandmother’s home parish) and the sacramental minister at St. Mary’s parish 
in Altus (my grandfather’s home parish).  The time in between has been anything 
but uneventful.

I first arrived at St. Joseph’s at the beginning of  Advent in 2019.  It was a bit 
unnerving trying to navigate the needs of  the parish and the different liturgies of  
the Christmas season as I settled into my new surroundings.  I made it through the 
Christmas season without causing too much turmoil in the parish or in the elemen-
tary school and was finally starting to get my bearings and settle in for the Lenten 
season when the whole world seemed to get turned upside down.

Bishop Anthony Taylor came to St. Joseph’s one Saturday in mid-March for the 
confirmation of  twelve of  the youth of  our parish; it was as joyous a day as it could 
have been.  We had a beautiful Mass and reception that followed and everyone was 
in the Spirit.  

The next day for our Sunday Mass I had to tell the parish community that this 
would be our last liturgy for the foreseeable future due to the COVID-19 virus 
and the uncertainty that it would bring.  I sent an e-mail the following day to my 

seminary rector and vice rector, Fathers 
Michael Patella and John Meoska of  St. 
John’s Abbey, telling them that I must 
have slept through class the day they 
taught us how to inform a congregation 
that there would be no Easter, no Holy 
Week.  

There were many questions and no 
answers as I tried my best to do what 
little I could to maintain some sort of  
sacramental life in the parish.  I began 
live-streaming Masses on Sunday and 
posting a daily homily.  As a parish we 
started an extended period of  Eucha-
ristic adoration on Tuesday and Thurs-
day.  I spent time navigating the daily 

by Fr. Reginald Udouj, OSB
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You are my Friends
It was at the Last Supper that Jesus spoke to his apostles and said, “You are my friends…” 

If  we remember the actions of  the apostles during Jesus’ passion and death, one wonders 
what kind of  friends these men were.  After his crucifixion and death, they made themselves 
scarce.  Their concern seemed to be what would happen to them, as one known to be his 
associate.  After Jesus rose from the dead, the gospel readings during the six weeks of  Easter-
time present Jesus becoming reacquainted with his followers. 

As Mary brings the message that the tomb is empty, Peter and John go to see for them-
selves, and they spread the word to the others.  Jesus is gone, and their final act of  his earthly 
life was one of  selfish concern for themselves and abandonment of  the Lord.  When Jesus 
appeared to his followers in the upper room, they thought they were seeing a ghost, and they 
were frightened, possibly even bewildered and confused. Jesus’ action was to try and reestablish their belief  in him.  “Do you 
have some fish to eat?,” he asked and also, “Look at my hands and side; it is I.”  

Thomas was absent.  “Unless I put my fingers in the nail holes and put my hand in his side, I will not believe,” Thomas said.  
Jesus could have left Thomas in his unbelief, but he didn’t. Thomas was one of  his friends.  

During these six weeks of  Eastertime, Jesus not only reestablishes himself  with 
his apostles, but the gospel messages speak to us who are more “blessed because 
we have not seen, and have believed.” Jesus tells us “I am the Good Shepherd, the 
one who lay down his life for his sheep.” We might wonder if  this Old Testament 
image had special meaning for Jesus, for this is what he did.  Jesus also tells us that 
“I am the vine, you are the branches, and the Father, the vine grower, prunes the 

branches so that they will produce more fruit.” Jesus is the Shepherd concerned about his flock, we are the branches, attached 
to the Vine, and we “bear much fruit and thus become Jesus’ disciples.” 

Jesus reacquaints himself  with his disciples by eating with them, by letting them touch him, by spending time together 
during those days before the Ascension.  How do we acquaint ourselves with Jesus?  Jesus gives us one answer, “you are my 
friends if  you do what I command you.” We are to become familiar with all that Jesus asks of  his followers.  We are take it to 

“How do we acquaint 
ourselves with Jesus?”

changes in the directives of  the health organizations in order to discern just what we 
could and could not do, and like the rest of  the world I quarantined in place.  It was 
a time of  many unknowns.  I did not know just what the future would bring, I did 
not know that I would never see my father again, I did not know if  we would ever 
have school in the same way again.  The school year ended abruptly sending the 
students home for virtual learning.  We did resume in the fall, one of  the few area 
schools that remained open to in person classes the entire year.  The new school 
year found me in the classroom, a task, like being in a parish, I had never had any 
experience doing.  The first semester I taught 4th and 5th grades, the second semes-
ter 6th, 7th, and 8th grades.  I’m writing this on my last day and I have learned just 
how hard and important a job teaching is.    

Perhaps the most important lesson that I learned is the importance of  the daily Divine Office.  It is truly what grounds us.  
Starting the day with the Office of  Readings and Morning Prayer, and then Lectio on the daily mass readings, gave me a bit of  
grounding for whatever the day would throw at me.  While a balance to my day has not always been easy to achieve, I would 
not have been able to manage without the time spent in prayer.

By the grace of  God we have come through the year in the parish and some sort of  normalcy is beginning to return.  Some 
of  what was held dear in the past somehow does not seem to be quite as important as our families, our friends, and our faith.  
May this be the new normal.



by Fr. Mark Stengel, OSB
Abbey Journal

March

The stringent measures taken back in January and February stopped the virus in its tracks.  After the spate of  cases at 
Christmas, no new cases occurred among the monks, nor the employees, nor the students.  Most of  the monks, superannuated 
as we are, qualified for the first round of  vaccines, and I do believe that the local vaccination sites did not “card” the younger 
members of  the community.  So we are pretty much all vaccinated and should be safe ourselves and no danger to others.  
Several had reactions, especially to the second shot.  Mainly this consisted of  weakness and fatigue.  So, sleep!  One Brother 
reported sleeping 15 hours straight.  Another of  our Covid sufferers went back to the doctor following his second injection 
with extreme weakness.  He was diagnosed with diabetes, on the same day that a report came out linking Covid disease to a 
sudden onset of  diabetes.  Though we have not escaped unscathed, we have not lost anyone.  By the end of  March, monks 
only carried masks around for interaction with employees and students.  Masks were required for the students right to the end 
of  the school year, and I must say that, to all appearances, there was very good compliance.

In mid-March, a crew moved in to begin the sandblasting and repainting of  our ancient watertower.  “Ancient” in this case, 
means “about a century,” since the date in the concrete base says 7-31-1928. (N.B: Right after the fire! Apparently water pres-
sure was priority number one!)

For some days we watched the workers gyrating in their harnesses around the steel legs, the crossbeams, and standing on 
the very top, chatting idly.  For some reason, they removed the ball at the peak of  the tank’s roof, and brought it down.  This 
was where Br. Gerard Kaufman used to sit and play his accordion and harmonica.  Abbot Michael Lensing put a stop to those 
climbs after Br. Jerry climbed there on 
his 80th birthday.

Anyway, the tank was drained, the 
sandblasting began, and then work 
came to a halt.  The owner of  the 
company had died with a sudden heart 
attack, and the company was disbanded.  
The workmen only returned to remove 
the equipment.  The tank was refilled 
and functions as before, as we try to 
schedule a new company for this work.  
It seems that the entertainment offered 
by the men clambering around on the 
catwalk 75 feet in the air put it into the 

heart, and then put it into action in our lives.  One place where we find a helpful, brief  source of  the main ideas that Jesus asks 
of  us is the Sermon on the Mount, from the Gospel of  St. Matthew, chapters 5-7.  In Jesus' own words he tells us what he 
expects of  his followers. 

We can further develop our friendship with Jesus by common, shared experiences.  Some people call these experiences 
prayer.  These can be through formal prayer, rosaries, novenas, stations, etc., liturgical prayer, the Mass, other sacraments, and 
the Divine Office, but also quiet, personal prayer, just spending time with Jesus, talking over the experiences of  the day.  Many 
find the Jesus Prayer a good starting place, “Lord Jesus Christ, Son of  God, have mercy on me, a sinner.” This thought will 
help us focus our attention.  The greatest shared experience is the reception of  the Eucharist.  Jesus tells us, in the Bread of  
Life discourse in St. John’s Gospel, “Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood remains in me and I in him.”(John 6: 56).

How then can we deepen our friendship with the Lord Jesus Christ? 
I propose reception of  the Eucharist, times of  quiet personal prayer, and doing the things Jesus asks of  us. “You are my 

friends if  you do what I command…Love one another.”



mind of  a thrill seeker to make his own ascent.  Someone—I presume a student—attached a banner to the side of  the tower 
reading “Subiaco Academy—America’s Best Value.”  One hardly knows whether to investigate in order to mandate a punish-
ment or to confer a medal.

April

We don’t have as many pine trees on campus as before.  Some are of  the opinion that the only good pine tree is one that is 
at the sawmill.  Still, there are sufficient pines to produce pollen—lots of  fine, yellow powder that coats everything in April.  I 
have actually seen students, on the inner court porch, taking a run and trying to slide on the powder.  At the height of  the pol-
len season, someone placed a squeegee out on the porch.  It’s thick all right; but not that thick!

Last summer, a female red fox had been seen climbing behind the large rocks placed to shore up the north retaining wall.  
She had not been seen since, but tracks leading to the wall were seen in the February snow.  In mid-April, five—or six—pups 
emerged.  Only Fr. Jerome counted six; others saw five.  The secretive mom had kept them sequestered inside the wall for sev-
eral months, but now the teenagers threw off  parental restrictions and came tumbling out of  the den.  These frisky youngsters 
sported scruffy gray-brown fur, black feet and ears, and white-tipped tails.  For some weeks, groups of  spectators gathered on 
top of  the wall, watching and filming the play and exploration below.  The pups looked up at their audience and then returned 
to their play, as the (exasperated?) mother remained out of  sight.  I myself  received the gift of  a very close encounter with one 
of  the pups.  I sat motionless at some distance from their play near the top of  the cemetery.  One of  the youngsters noted the 
new feature of  the landscape, and came closer and closer to investigate.  It came within six feet, locked eyes with me, jumped 
straight up, and ran off  to its siblings.  After several weeks, I suspect that the mother tired of  bringing food to the den, and 
moved the pups into the jungle east of  the cemetery, where they could begin learning to hunt for themselves

Fr. Elijah returned from Rome in mid April to get the COVID vaccine.  He reported that the vaccine program in Italy was 
mired in bureaucracy and confusion, along with a new surge of  variant cases.  Most of  the foreign students at San Anselmo—
including the Abbot Primate Gregory Polan, a monk of  Conception Abbey in Missouri—returned to their homelands, hoping 
for better access to the vaccine.  Elijah was able to get vaccinated quickly here, and waited out the 21 days for the second dose.  
While here, he finished up some research on the history of  St. Benedict Church, the local parish tended by the Abbey.  That 
history is now posted on the Abbey website.

May

Fr. Elijah returned to Rome on May 4.  He spent several days pinning down all the paper-
work required for travel back to Italy.  He had to have certified proof  of  a negative COVID 
test, dated within 24 hours of  his arrival time in Rome.  That underlined detail proved crucial.  
At Dallas, fifteen people were ticketed for the flight to Rome—on a plane built for 288 pas-
sengers!  But six of  them had a testing document dated within 24 hours of  departure time. 
They were not allowed on the plane, so Elijah and eight others relaxed in upgraded seating 
for the eight-hour flight.

His experience prepared the way, demonstrated the protocols, for Br. Raban to follow him 
to Rome three weeks later.  Br. Raban will be learning Italian at Assisi during the summer 
months, preparatory to beginning seminary studies in the fall.  We have received pictures of  
his arrival at the airport and another of  him on an outing beneath some of  the trademark 
“umbrella pines” of  Rome.  And he reports finding and using the jogging trail along the 
Tiber River.

An archive photo shows Abbot Ignatius Conrad in his private chapel in 1917.  A paint-
ing of  Our Lady of  Einsiedeln is in the center behind the altar.  Keen eyes noted that we 
still have a very similar picture, now on display at the south end of  the Juniorate hall on the 
fourth floor.  Can it be the same painting?  Coincidentally, Fr. Jerome had recently translated 
a letter from
Fr. Gall D’Aujourd’hui, written in 1887, to Abbot Basil of  Einsiedeln, telling about singing before the painting of  the Mother 
of  God painted by Einsiedeln monk Father Rudolf.  An archival search found a letter of  Abbot Paul Nahlen, written in 1951, 
telling about having the painting of  Our Lady refurbished.  The canvas was stretched and it was placed in a new frame.

It seemed that the painting on the fourth floor is the same painting.  Fr. Elijah got on the case, contacting an art expert who 
examined the archive picture and the picture we have.  The expert confirmed that it was the same painting.  Fr. Elijah also got 
the archivist at Einsiedeln Abbey to search for records about the painting.  It was confirmed that Fr. Rudolf  had painted it in 



   The Spring 2021 Oblate retreat occurred May 7 – 9 and was attended by 43 
participants. The retreat featured extemporaneous conference talks by Br. Roch 
McClellan, centered on the last chapter of  Timothy Radcliffe’s book “Alive in 
God.” We explored the application and importance of  the various Hours of  the 
day: Morning, Day, Vespers, and Compline.
   We had five individuals become Oblate Novices (Debbie Sprecher, Kathy Fink, 
Carol Staggs, Steve Stricker, and Bill Strait.)  During Vespers, two Novices made 
vows to become fully-professed Oblates (Whitney James & Charles McDonald). 
  The Saturday evening social was well-attended.  Monks and Oblates enjoyed 
great fellowship and finally being able to return to something close to normal.  
  The Fall Oblate retreat will be somewhat early this year: September 10 – 12.  
Please contact Coury House to make reservations.
   During the Covid lockdown, I began writing and emailing an ‘Abbey Update’ 
letter to those Oblates who provided valid email addresses (currently 131).  Also, 
throughout the week, Oblates send prayer requests which are then consolidated 
into an ‘Oblate Prayer Request List’ and emailed to the entire group on Friday. In 
this way, the Oblates join together in prayer. Both emails have proven to be very 
popular with the Oblates and will continue in the future.               
   At the behest of  many of  our Oblates, I am currently going through the Oblate 
files and pulling each one to determine the status of  the Oblate: if  he or she is 
still active in their vocation, if  the contact information needs to be updated, etc. A 
spreadsheet with name, address and contact information will be created for my convenience, allowing for the possibility of  
coordinating more regional contact and interaction between the Oblates.  No personal information will be shared without an 
individual’s consent.
   Once the final list of  current Oblates is achieved, then an updated Monk/Oblate Prayer Partner List will be created. In the 
meantime, please continue to keep the monks of  Subiaco in your prayers, as we keep all of  you in ours.  
   You, the Oblate community, are a vital part of  Subiaco’s mission.  You embody and show the world the teachings of  St. 
Benedict and the Love and Message of  Christ.  May God continue to bless each of  you and your families.  
Br Roch McClellan, OSB  Subiaco Oblate Director    brroch@subi.org      

Spring Oblate Retreat
By Br. Roch McClellan, OSB

Front row (l to r): Debbie Sprecher, Kathy Fink, 
Carol Staggs. Back row: Br. Roch and Steve Stricker

1871.  It was given to Fr. Gall to take along to the Arkansas foundation when Fr. Gall came with the expedition of  1887.  Isn’t 
this amazing, that we now have the complete provenance of  this piece of  art, a gift from our grandmother abbey 134 years 
ago?  It is still vibrant with color and still enshrined in a place of  honor.

On May 24, after the students left, the mask mandate for employees ended, and, on May 26, Abbot Leonard announced that 
certain guests could again be invited to the refectory.  We are almost back to normal.

Testing work began in the swimming pool the last week of  May.  The pool is to be completely rebuilt in the same location, 
and engineers did drilling to determine the underlying conditions.  Br. Francis reported that one of  the test bores produced a 
geyser that shot 6-8 feet into the air.  

What such underground pressure means for the pool reconstruction, we let to the engineers.



God of  the Present Moment

God wants to live with us in the present, but we prefer the past or the future.  Especially the past.  
We are haunted by what we have done and what has happened to us, and we are weighed down by 
carrying that burden.  We want to meet God but are also afraid, and when we meet God, like Peter 
in the fishing boat we may cry out, “Depart from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man!” (Luke 5:8).

God knows the past but he doesn’t live there.  He knows what we have done and where we have 
come from to this moment, but he also knows that our past doesn’t exist anymore except in what 
we have let it make of  us in the present. The important thing is that, whatever has happened in the 
past, in this moment we have come to him.  We may have to deal with some responsibilities from 
the past, but other than that the past has no hold on us and we can let it go.  

Look again at the familiar Parable of  the Prodigal Son.  The father, clearly an image of  God our 
Father, has no concern about where his son has been or what he has done.  He only wants his son 
back. When he catches a glimpse of  his son, he drops everything and runs out to meet him and 
embrace him.  The present moment of  reunion is everything.  The son, however, can only think of  the past: “Father, I have 
sinned against heaven and against you” (Luke 15:21).  And he draws the conclusion which to him is obvious, “I no longer 
deserve to be called your son.”

But to God that is nonsense.  His sons and daughters are always his children, and he always wants them back.  He is not 
keeping them away or barring the entrance.  They are doing that themselves.  He is constantly saying, with his Son, “Come to 
me, all you who labor and are burdened, and I will give you rest” (Matthew 11:28).   Coming back to God is conversion, and 
when we return to him, he forgives us completely, “casting into the depths of  the sea all our sins” (Micah 7:19), “remembering 
our sins no more” (Hebrews 8:12). 

The story is told of  an accountant, a dedicated CPA and a faithful disciple of  the 
Lord, who dies and goes to heaven.  Joe’s commitment as an accountant has spilled 
over into this spiritual life, and he is very concerned about keeping accurate records 
of  his spiritual journey.  He has created a spiritual accounts journal, in which he 
keeps track of  his sins in one column, and in another the confessions and prayers 
in which he has asked forgiveness for each offense.  As he proceeds in his life, he is 
happy to see that the sins are less notorious and that he seems to be making prog-
ress.  But he still keeps track of  his sins and forgiveness. 

When Joe shows up at the pearly gates, he is carrying his journal.  St. Peter wel-
comes him warmly and asks about the book he is bringing to heaven. The accountant explains that it is his spiritual accounts 
journal and that he wants to have it audited, to be sure he has kept an accurate account that agrees with the heavenly journal.  
“I don’t know about any journal, “says St. Peter, “but God is waiting to see you and you can ask him.”

Joe and God have a wonderful reunion, and after all the preliminaries, Joe asks if  he can check his spiritual accounts journal 
against God’s journal, just to be sure.  “I don’t have a journal,” says God.  “What!  Then how do you keep track of  what we 
have done?  How do you remember my sins?”  “Joe,” says God, “I don’t remember any of  the wrong you might have done 
before your last confession.”

by Fr. Jerome Kodell, OSB

“God wants to live with us 
in the present, but we 
prefer the past or the 
future.”



The hills are alive,
With the sound of  music
With songs they have sung
For a thousand years

The hills fill my heart,
With the sound of  music
My heart wants to sing
Every song it hears

My heart wants to beat
Like the wings of  the birds
That rise from the lake to the trees

My heart wants to sigh
Like a chime that flies
From a church on a breeze

To laugh like a brook
When it trips and falls
Over stones on its way
To sing through the night
Like a lark
Who is learning to pray

I go to the hills
When my heart is lonely
I know I will hear
What I've heard before
My heart will be blessed,
With the sound of  music
And I'll sing once more. 

   Recognize these lyrics from the classic movie, The Sound of  Music, filmed in 
1965? According to Wikipedia, the song was ranked tenth in the American Film 
Institute's list of  the 100 Greatest Songs in Movie History. I must admit, I have 
never really paid much attention to the lyrics, only the melody. For some reason, 
this song entered my mind last week and as it did, I was intrigued with the message 
and how it relates to our little world here at Subiaco. Many alumni and friends 
often refer to Subiaco Abbey and Academy as “the Hill.” With the many challenges 
in our world today, lyrics such as these can be calming to the soul and help bring us 
back into the light of  Christ. In particular, this song helps us reflect on the stability 
of  this place called Subiaco and the monks who continue to do the work of  God, 
as they have from their earliest days of  existence. 
   Moving now into the summer months of  2021 and recognizing that half  the 
year is behind us already, many of  us are feeling a slow return to normal. We have 
learned to accept disappointment in the face of  cancellations and missing family 
visits.  It is still overwhelming to think of  the loss that so many people faced 
and are still dealing with from the pandemic. Here again is where the stability of  
Subiaco enters-the monks continue, day after day without fail, to pray for the needs 
of  all who have been affected by these changes or for any other petition. They pray 
for your health, safety and well-being, and a strong sense of  peace in your lives. 
   Like many of  you, life is beginning to resemble the way things used to be. Let’s 
not forget so soon that safety should still be foremost in our minds. We believe 
God has seen us through the worst, and thanks and praise is the order of  the day! 
   Much joy will fill the hearts of  the monks and all of  us here at Subiaco as our 
friends can once again come to the Hill for retreats, visits and gatherings. If  you 
are not in a position to travel yet, perhaps recalling this part of  the song might help 
ease the distance between us until we can meet again:                                     
When my heart is lonely
I know I will hear
What I've heard before
My heart will be blessed,
With the sound of  music (and bells of  Subiaco!)
And I'll sing once more. 

Development

The Hills are Alive
by Linda Freeman, Director of  Development Operations



Foundation Leadership 
by Linda Freeman, Director of  Development Operations

   Since its formal organization in 2009, members of  the Subiaco Foundation 
Board have brought stability, guidance in decisions, and a strong focus 
for the future of  Subiaco Abbey and Academy. The men and women 
who participate in quarterly meetings and committee work between those 
meetings bring tremendous talents of  business, marketing, accounting, 
analysis, Benedictine values and a unique vision for our mission and 
ministries. 
   The current board consists of  Charles Anderson ’76-President, Leo Anhalt 
’57, Dawn Epping-Vice-President, Clay Gilliland ’81, Matthew LaFargue ’84, 
Mark Lucido ’88, Br. Roch McClellan-Secretary/Treasurer, John Mendenhall, 
Scott Scheffe ’87, Vince Tate ’86, Perry Trachier ’87, Fr. Richard Walz ’59, 
Mike Willems ’75, and Dr. Don Yandell ’58. Abbot Leonard Wangler and 
Glenn Constantino, Procurator, serve ex-officio.
   Under the guidance of  the Foundation Board, Subiaco has realized growth 
and advancement of  our development efforts, including a successful $8.4+ 
million capital campaign, known as Continuing the Tradition, which wrapped up in 2015. Results of  this campaign were an 
over $4 million endowment for the care of  the elder monks, $500,000 for the education of  young monks, the construction of  
a new residence hall and event center and other infrastructure projects.  Currently, members of  this board direct and advise 
the efforts of  our Legacy From Tradition: Onward Together capital campaign, guiding us through times of  uncertainty in 
the last 15 months. Having started in the spring of  2019, our supporters have moved the needle from $2.5 million to over 
$4.1 million received in gifts and pledges in our last fiscal year. This has allowed priority projects to move forward. Utilizing 
the talents and available time of  our own maintenance staff, projects already completed in this campaign include the remodel 
of  some dormitory rooms in Main Building to eight classrooms, demolition work in Wardlaw Hall, complete remodel of  
Alumni Hall to a STEAM building, accessible ramp from Coury House to church, new HVAC system in Coury House, 

along with $275,000 for Tuition Assistance for the current year and $150,000 for 
endowment, as well as some funds for institutional/ministry advancement and 
exploratory work for the replacement of  the existing swimming pool. Recently 
conducting some in-person visits, we plan to move forward with our outreach and 
rescheduling group gatherings in support of  the campaign as well. We invite you 
to view the information about the current capital campaign on the Subiaco Abbey 
website at https://www.countrymonks.org/onward-together   To learn how you 
can participate in this futuristic endeavor for the Abbey and Academy, contact us 
at 479-934-1026 or email campaign@subi.org   Should you like more information 
about the Foundation Board, please contact our Development Office at 479-934-
1029. We welcome inquiries and are happy to answer any questions.  
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   Through their ministry of  prayer and 
hospitality, the monks of  Subiaco offer the 
opportunity for a peaceful and spiritual final 
resting place. The Subiaco Abbey Columbarium 
is a repository for the ashes of  people who have 
been cremated. For more information, we invite 
you to contact Glenn Constantino, Procurator at:                                                 

 479-438-2653 or  
gconstantino@subi.org

On the Road Again 
by Fr. Jerome Kodell, OSB
   After many months of  following restrictions, it’s a great feeling to be hitting the road again.  Fr. Richard, Glenn Constantino 
and I set out on a road trip to North Texas to visit long-time friends and alumni of  Subiaco during the week of  May 24.  
We started with unsinkable Joe Bezner ’36, who at the age of  102 is the oldest living alumnus of  Subiaco Academy.  Joe 
has recovered from two hip replacements over the past couple of  years and is able to get around again with the support 
of  a walker or a cane.  But nothing has slowed down with his spirit, his love of  his family and of  Subiaco, and his always-
gentlemanly manner. 
   Born in 1919, Joe could write the history of  the town of  Lindsay, TX, where he and his late wife Anna  raised eight children, 
and where he served as mayor for many years.  Joe and Anna were married for 70 years before her passing in 2015, proving the 
commitment and dedication they each shared with one another in the covenant of  marriage. 
   We were fortunate to visit with his cousin Weldon Bezner ’47 as well.  The cousins have lived only about two city blocks 
from St. Peter’s Catholic Church in Lindsay, and they attended Mass there as many times as the church doors opened through 
the years. Weldon has suffered some major health issues in recent years, especially with cancer surgeries and impaired sight and 
hearing, and at the age of  91, he now resides in a nursing facility.  
   We were invited to the famous Fuhrmann Breakfast Club, where Paul, Eddie, and Andy Fuhrmann, nephews of  our monks, 
provide a feast for family and friends.  Besides the excellent food, this gave us the opportunity to visit several friends we 
haven’t seen for months. 
   Subiaco Abbey has been extremely fortunate to have received a number of  vocations from the North Texas area.  For 
several years, Subiaco Abbey priests served in the parishes there and an unbreakable bond was formed.  Each year in the 
fall, Subiaco Abbey sends several representatives, monks and lay staff  included, to that area for the sharing of  Mass and a 
meal, alternating between the parishes in Lindsay, Gainesville and Muenster.  Since last fall’s event had to be cancelled due to 
COVID, this first visit back was much anticipated.  Thank you to all who welcomed us and took time from your day to be with 
us.  You continue to inspire and encourage us as we pursue the mission of  Subiaco, following your examples of  service to 
God.  We are so blessed that you have been called to partner with us.  May he bless you always and keep you in his loving care. 

(As we were preparing this issue for publication, we learned of  the death of  Weldon Bezner.  His obituary will be in the next issue. Ed.)

PRAYER HOTLINE
1-800-350-5889

   
   Let us join you in praying for 
your needs. Prefer to email? 
Please direct your requests to 
prayer@subi.org
    Prayers requested for family 
and friends can include a wellness 
or sympathy card sent to them 
from the monks of  Subiaco. 
Please provide the name and 
address to send the card with 
your requests. 
   For Mass intentions, please call 479-934-1023.
   Memorials for deceased family and friends or Living 
Tributes for birthdays, anniversaries, or special occasions 
are available at www.countrymonks.org/supportus or call 
479-934-1001.



Academy

8 Man Football Recognition
Six football players were selected for All-District in 8 Man 

football this year: Payne Lee, Wesley Schluterman, Adam 
Ackel, Giovanni Vargas, Joshua Post, and Zach Venable. Payne 
Lee was also selected for All-State honors. 

• Adam Ackel – Adam was named to all-conference and 
was Subiaco’s defensive player of  the year.

• Giovanni Vargas – Giovanni was selected all-conference 
as a sophomore and received Subiaco’s off-season Iron-
man award.

• Zach Venable – Zach received all-conference and re-
ceived Subiaco’s most improved player award.

• Wesley Schluterman – Wesley was named all-conference 
and led Subiaco’s team in passing yards.

• Justin Post – Justin was selected as all-conference and led 
Subiaco’s team in receiving.

From left to right, Payne Lee, Wesley Schluterman, Adam Ackel, 
Head Football Coach Mike Berry, Giovanni Vargas, Justin Post, 
and Zach Venable.

by Dr. Marion Dunagan, Director of  Marketing and Enrollment 

Brother Raban Departs for Italy
by Dr. Marion Dunagan, Director of  Marketing and Enrollment 

The Academy said a temporary goodbye to Brother Raban Heyer at the end of  the 2020-2021 school year. Brother Raban, 
chair of  the English department, cross country/track coach, and Abbey vocations director left at the end of  May for a three-
year adventure as a seminarian in Assisi and Rome.  He will study Italian for four months in Assisi and begin graduate school 
in Rome at the Pontifical University of  Saint Anselm (Pontificio Sant'Anselmo) in the Fall. Brother Raban, a favorite with stu-
dents, will be missed tremendously. We are excited to see what the future holds as he pursues the mysteries of  the priesthood!  
Best Wishes, Brother Raban!

Br. Raban in the classroom Br. Raban in Italy



Graduation 2021
We were thrilled to see our 2021 graduates walk across the stage in the inner court on May 15.  The weather was perfect 

and Brother Francis, as usual, had added flowers and landscaping to provide just the right touch.  Approximately 400 parents 
and other family members gathered to honor the graduates and hear The Honorable John Boozman, U. S. Senator, give the 
commencement address.  The Senator remarked afterwards that, though he had spoken at many commencements through the 
years, Subiaco’s was truly unique and the best he had ever attended.

Many thanks to the Senator and our wonderful Subiaco Academy Board, administrators, faculty, and Abbot Leonard for 
making the ceremony so special for our students and family.  

by Dr. Marion Dunagan, Director of  Marketing and Enrollment 

The Honorable John Boozman, U.S. Senator, delivers the commencement address



Excellence in Religious Studies     Max Linares 

Excellence in English     Aidan Everett

Excellence in Mathematics     Andrew Bui

Excellence in Science     Anthony Do

Excellence in World Languages     Joshua Bowman 

Excellence in Social Studies     Jonathan Resendiz 

Accomplishment in Art     Andrew Bui

Accomplishment in Instrumental Music    Diego Zarate

Accomplishment in Piano     Max Linares

Residential Life     Adam Donaldson

Campus Activities     Zachery Ingle 

Religious Activities     Andrew Bui

Highest Scholastic Average     Andrew Bui

Board of  Trustees Medal     Tony Castillo

Americanism     Blake Zimmer

Coury Athletic Trophy     Ethan Spillers 

Good Character     Jackson Frederick

Pereyra Award for Unselfishness     Matthew Kremers 

2021 Valedictorian Andrew Bui, Lawrenceville, Georgia, 
won a record four medals for top academic performance in 
mathematics and art, his dedication to campus religious 
activities, and highest scholastic average.  Andrew will attend 
Emory University in the fall.  

Student Council President Zach Ingle excited to be finished!  Zach will 
attend the University of  Arkansas – Fort Smith in the fall.  

Name of  Medal Name of  Winner

Medals Awarded



Alumni

Alumni Scholarships Awarded
There are a number of  scholarship funds to help the students, these are some of  them.

Coach Maus Scholarship - $500 The Coach Maus Scholarship is awarded to help an upperclassman 
who has shown some of  the qualities and loyalty to the school exhibited by Coach Maus during his 49 
years of  active association with the Academy as a student, athlete, teacher, coach, and administrator. 
The recipient for 2021-2022 is Wesley Schluterman, of  Subiaco, Arkansas.

Father Clement Scholarship - $500 The Father Clement Scholarship is awarded to assist a senior 
who is proficient in Math and Science, with the hope that this will encourage Math and Science 
excellence in the Academy. The recipient for 2021-2022 is Adam Donaldson, of  Little Rock, Arkansas.

Eugene Henry Weisenfels Memorial Scholarship - Sponsored by Chris 
Weisenfels, Subiaco Academy Class of  1981, the Eugene H. Weisenfels 
Memorial Scholarship in the amount of  $500 is awarded to each of  the 
following graduating students who have exhibited outstanding character, 
faith, and leadership, and who have a determination for pursuing their 
passion in life. The recipients are Matthew Kremers, of  Subiaco, Arkansas, 
and Ethan Spillers, of  Scranton, Arkansas. 

Jason Cleveland Scholarship - $500 This scholarship is given to a current junior day student 
who has achieved above-average grades and who has exhibited good conduct and character. It was 
established by the Cleveland Family in memory of Jason Cleveland, Valedictorian of  the Subiaco 
Academy Class of  1987, who was killed in a car accident in July after his graduation. The recipient for 
2021-2022 is Joshua Bowman, of  Paris, Arkansas. 

Father Christopher Paladino Scholarship - $500 To qualify for this scholarship a student must 
possess and exhibit high Christian principles as determined by the Academy Administration, be 
recommended by his Christian Doctrine teachers, and must have exhibited above-average grades in 
Christian Doctrine, conduct, and application. The recipient for 2021-2022 is Travis Wolf, of  
Lindsay, TX.

A one-time scholarship in the amount of  $5,000, given by Fred and Carolyn Johnson, of  Rogers, 
Arkansas, is being awarded to a graduating senior who has made a positive impact on his school 
and the students attending Subiaco Academy. Mr. and Mrs. Johnson believe that success in life is 
usually determined by those who have had a part in “touching others’ lives.” Their hope in giving this 
scholarship is to provide a little support in beginning life’s wonderful journey.  This scholarship is 
awarded to Tony Castillo, of  Fort Smith, Arkansas.



Camp Subiaco and Alumni Reunion Return in 2021
   After COVID caused the canceling of  both Camp Subiaco and the Alumni Reunion in the summer of  2020, happily they 
will return this summer. In April of  this year, the Executive Committee of  the Subiaco Alumni Board of  Directors met with 
Abbot Leonard and received his blessing to host both Camp Subiaco and Alumni Reunion, with some restrictions still in place 
per the CDC guidelines. 
   Pat Franz ’78, Director of  Camp Subiaco, will lead only a one-week camp this year. This decision was made for the safety 
of  the campers and volunteers. The camp will run from June 20 through the 26. Registration opened for Camp Subiaco in 
April to safely host up to 120 campers.  Pat expects the camp to fill to capacity and that plenty of  alumni volunteers will sign 
up to help run the camp. 
   Subiaco Alumni Reunion is scheduled for July 16-18. The Reunion will include the annual Fr. Harold Heiman Memorial 
Golf  Tournament, a time for fun and fellowship among Alumni and wives who 
choose to participate. The official “opening” of  Reunion weekend is marked by 
the Abbot’s Reception on Friday evening. During the weekend, there will be guided 
tours of  Alumni Hall to spotlight the updates that were made over the past year 
as well as the new feature of  digital class composites. Saturday will feature the 
General Business Meeting of  the Alumni Association, wine tasting, the annual 
Reunion Mass and an evening banquet and live auction, with proceeds supporting 
Subiaco Academy’s tuition assistance program.  The Association is also sponsoring 
a raffle for four $500 prizes. If  you are unable to attend the reunion, you may still 
support the good works of  the Alumni Association by purchasing these raffle 
tickets. Contact 479-934-1001 or email “Raffle” to subiaco@subi.org. 
   Registration packets were mailed in May, but numerous alumni have already 
signed up via the alumni platform website. Alumni Reunion 2021 is honoring and 
recognizing the anniversary classes from both 2020 and 2021 (those years that end 
in one, six, zero, and five). The monks and all of  us on the HILL look forward to 
welcoming everyone HOME! 

Other Awards
Four scholarships provide tuition assistance for many of  the Academy students. Among those are: 
   The Herman Schwartz Day Dog Scholarship awarded to a day student of  good character selected by the Administration 
of  Subiaco Academy.  Mr. Schwartz, a local businessman, was a strong supporter of  Subiaco Abbey and Academy. He was a 
cousin of  Abbot Michael Lensing, 4th Abbot of  Subiaco Abbey, and the proud father of  six children including three Subiaco 
Alumni, Bill ’63, Gene ’56, and Bob ’53.
   The Fr. Harold Scholarship memorializes a man who dedicated himself  to God and to the service of  those around him. 
With a teaching career that began in 1940, Fr. Harold holds the record in Subiaco’s history of  being the only monk to have 
served in the classroom for 52 consecutive years. A gifted artist, Fr. Harold had thousands of  friends who were drawn to him 
especially because of  his positive outlook on life.
   Fr. Herbert Vogelpohl Scholarship was endowed in 2012 and has provided over $23,000 to assist qualifying day students 
from Subiaco and the surrounding areas. A graduate of  1931, Fr. Herbert never lost interest in the mission of  Subiaco, having 
served as a teacher at both Subiaco Academy and Laneri High School in Fort Worth, TX. In later years, he became the director 
of  the Coury House retreat program.  
   The Walter H. Nolte Scholarship Fund was created in 1984 by the children of  Josef  and Gertrude Nolte. Three of  those 
children include the late Al Nolte, Class of  1946; the late Joe Nolte, Class of  1948; and the late John Nolte who attended 
Subiaco Academy. The Nolte family is pleased that this scholarship, a memorial to their brother, Walter H. Nolte, is used to 
extend the opportunity of  a Benedictine education to other young men who come to Subiaco Academy. 



† Francis W. Battaile ’44 passed 
away September, 21, 2019. He served 
in the U.S. Navy and saw combat in the 
Pacific Theatre as a medic on the USS 
Fanshaw Bay. Frank graduated from 
Mississippi State University in 1951 with 
a Bachelor's Degree in Dairy Husband-
ry. He went on to work in dairies at the 

Shelby County Penal Farm and Leavenworth Penitentiary, 
retiring from the Federal Bureau of  Prisons in 1976 as a 
Hospital Administrator. After retirement he worked as a 
tugboat captain and a real estate appraiser before fully retir-
ing near the age of  80. 

Frank is survived by five daughters; three sons; two broth-
ers; twelve grandchildren; several great-grandchildren and 
several great-great-grandchildren. 

† Gilbert Kubis ’55 passed away 
April 4, 2021, in Gainesville, TX.  
Gilbert was born August 2, 1937.  He 
graduated from Subiaco Academy 
where he played football. Mr. Kubis 
worked for Valenite for over 35 years, 
retiring in 2002. He served 21 years in 
the Army National Guard, retiring as 

Sgt. 1st Class. Survivors include wife of  47 years, Rosina; 
two sons; one daughter; ten grandchildren; one great-grand-
child; brothers, Paul Kubis ’57 and Buster Kubis; and two 
sisters. 

Sending Brothers Home

   Each year, the Subiaco Alumni Association hosts a banquet at the end of  the academic year to induct and welcome the 
members of  the graduating class into the next chapter of  the brotherhood of  Subiaco.  This year’s Senior Banquet was hosted 
in part by the Knights of  Columbus Council #3787 of  Paris, AR. Besides providing the venue for the banquet in the KC’s 
meeting hall, the Knights helped prepare and serve the steak dinner.  The banquet opened with a welcome from Alumni 
President Gerald Strobel ’96 and invocation by Abbot Leonard Wangler ’61. Guest speaker, Charlie Kremers ’78, former 
Alumni President and current Director of  Food Service at Subiaco Academy, focused on how all Subiaco alumni are connected 
no matter what year they graduate, sharing a bond that lasts a lifetime.  Alumni Secretary, Dale Schumacher ’71 presented a 
certificate to each senior proclaiming their induction into alumni status.  Each of  the thirty-nine seniors also received a book 
When the Boys Come Home by Don Berend ’57, along with a USB flash drive containing the directory of  contacts for all Subiaco 
Alumni and a digital photo album of  the senior year for the Class of  2021. 

Senior Banquet 2021

† Patrick Williams ’57 passed away 
peacefully April 9, 2021. An alumnus 
of  Subiaco Academy, he grew up in 
Tyler and lived most his life in Conroe. 
He was deeply spiritual with a love for 
scripture, NASCAR, football & myster-
ies. 

Survivors include two daughters; a 
son; three sisters; eight grandchildren; and a great-grandson.

† Sylvester Gaisbauer ’48, died April 
30, 2021, in Georgetown, TX., at the 
age of  90.  He grew up in Scranton, 
AR, and attended St. Ignatius School 
before coming to Subiaco Academy. 
He was employed as a skilled mechanic 
for many years in Texas.  After his wife 
died and their children were grown, he 
applied to the monastery and in 1990 

made temporary vows as a monk. When his vows expired, 
he returned to Texas and remarried.  He remained connect-
ed to the Abbey as a valued volunteer with the reputation 
of  being able to fix anything.



† David Allen Friske ’83, died May 
18, 2021, at the age of  54. David was 
the third of  nine children. 

He attended Subiaco Academy for 
his first three years of  high school and 
finished at Skyline High School in Dal-
las. He was a licensed electrician and 
an independent contractor in Austin, 
Texas.

He is survived by two sons; his mother; brothers Michael 
Friske ’81, Stephen Friske ’86, Paul Friske, Christopher 
Friske, and Jonathan Friske ’92; two sisters; and several 
nieces and nephews.

Upcoming Retreats and Events at Coury House

All guests, either private or on group retreats, 
are welcome to join the monastic community for 
daily prayer and Eucharist.

For more information or for reservations, either 
call Coury House at 479-934-1290 
or email couryhouse@subi.org 

Upcoming events may be found on our website, 
www.subi.org.

July
   1-4 Open
  9-11 Diocese of  Tulsa Diaconate Retreat
11-16 Wonder Voyage/St. James Youth Retreat
16-18 Subiaco Academy Alumni Reunion
20-22 Texarkana Adult Altar Servers Retreat 
23-25 Summer Serenity
25-28 Lakewood UMC Silent Retreat
30-August 1  Open 
August
    6-8   Neighborhood Church Retreat 
13-15 Subiaco Academy Ring Ceremony
20-22 Women’s Retreat 
27-29 DOLR Diaconate Formation Hispanic
September  
    3-5 Open
10-12 Benedictine Oblate Retreat
14-16 Life in the Spirit Retreat for Priests 
17-19 WW Marriage Encounter Retreat
24-26     DOLR Diaconate Formation Hispanic
24-27 Dr. Gary J. Oliver-Healthy Leaders, Flourishing Ministries

† Robert  Walterscheid ’64 passed 
away January 10, 2021.  Born March 26, 
1946, he attended Sacred Heart Catho-
lic School in Muenster, TX, and trans-
ferred to Subiaco Academy in Arkansas 
for his high school years, participating 
in boxing, football, and developed a 
love for diving.

He was drafted into the U.S. Army in 1966 and served in 
active duty until 1968, with an honorable discharge from the 
reserves in 1972. 

Robert attended college at Midwestern State University 
where he majored in biology and chemistry. After retiring 
from the City of  Gainesville health department, he returned 
to college to become a registered nurse. He completed his 
career at Denton Presbyterian Hospital. 

He was a loving father and devoted husband of  50 years, 
and is survived by his wife, Debbie; two daughters; and six 
grandchildren.


